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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate of the 
language "an output request ...the device ID." as recited in lines 5-7of claim 5. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 4-6, 13-14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kohno (US # 6,473,191). 

With respect to claims 1, 14, 16, Kohno teach a printer (101 ) comprising a print 
performing unit (inherent feature in the printer) which can change a cartridge or a 
structure thereof (col. 3, lines 19-23) and in which contents of an executable printing 
process change depending on the structure (col. 5), an apparatus name information 
storing unit (106) which stores a plurality of apparatus name Information as identification 
information of the apparatus coordinated with the structure, and a request responding 
unit (105) for transmitting the apparatus name information coordinated with the structure 
at that time when a prescribed request is received among the plurality of apparatus 
name information to an apparatus transmitting the request (see cols. 2-6 of Kohno). 
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With respect to claims 4 and 17, Kohno teacli a printer (101) comprising a print 
performing unit (inherent feature in the printer) which can change a cartridge or a 
structure thereof (col. 3, lines 19-23) and operates in either a state capable of a color 
printing or a state capable of only a monochromatic printing in accordance with the 
structure (cols. 4-5); and an output request responding unit (105) for transmitting a 
printer name corresponding to the operating state of the print performing unit to an 
apparatus outputting an output request when the output request responding unit 
receives the output request of the printer name (see cols. 2-6 of Kohno) 

With respect to claims 5, 6 and 18, Kohno teach a printer (101) comprising a 
print performing unit (inherent feature in the printer) which can change a cartridge or a 
structure thereof (col. 3, lines 19-23) and operates in either a state capable of a color 
printing or a state capable of only a monochromatic printing in accordance with the 
structure (cols. 4-5); and an output request responding unit (105) for transmitting a 
model type or a device ID corresponding to the operating state of the print performing 
unit (col. 4) to an apparatus outputting an output request when the output request 
responding unit receives the output request of the device ID (see cols. 2-6 of Kohno) 

With respect to claim 13, see col. 4, lines 43+ teaches only the model type of the 
printing apparatus or only the apparatus name information among the plurality of 
apparatus name information coordinates with the mounted cartridge or the structure. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2 and 3 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomn Including ail of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claims 2 and 3 have been indicated for containing allowable subject matter 
because the prior art fails to teach the entire combination of a printer including a 
rewriteable storing unit which stores a machine type designating value as information 
for designating any of the apparatus name information stored in the apparatus name 
infomiation storing unit, wherein the request responding unit transmits the information 
designated from the plurality of apparatus name infomnation by the machine type 
designating value stored in the rewriteable storing unit to the apparatus which transmits 
the request when the request responding unit receives the prescribed request. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh H. Chau whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on M - TH 9:30AM - 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H. Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MINHCHAU 

MHC PRIMARy EXAMINER 

January 04, 2006 



